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Step 5: Planning Instruction

u

Instructional plans should be derived from your
assessment goals
What is it the students need to be able to do?
How can you get them there?

v
v

u

Show the kids the criteria before you begin the
task!
They need to know what the expectations are –
they’re not mind readers

v

u

Plan for your success and theirs!

Where Are We Going?
Instructional Planning

Now that you know what you want your students to
master, create a unit plan that will allow diverse
learners to engage with the material

u

§

Consider gradual release
1.

2.
3.

§
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I do / You watch- teacher led/modelling, beginning of the
unit
We do – guided practice
You do / I watch – summative, show what you know

Plan opportunities for students to engage with this
material in multiple ways (e.g. multiple intelligences,
multiple literacies)
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Instructional Plans

u

Differentiate instruction so students have a chance
to learn
v
v

At varying complexity levels
Through multiple modalities / intelligences

Four Methods

1.

Problem Based Learning
v
v
v

2.

Land Based Education
v
v
v
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What are the concepts?
Who uses it?
What kinds of problems might these professional work on?
Situate the learning on the land
Utilize natural materials
Develop communal identity and sense of place
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Four Methods

3.

Three-Block Model
v
v

4.

Differentiated unit introduction activities
Differentiated Centre Based Activities

Planning Triangle
v

Three levels
§
§
§

What everyone should know/be able to do
What most should know / do
What some will know / do
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Problem Based
Learning
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Designing a PBL

Note the steps that are taken in the design process:
1. Identify Concepts to be learned / Big Ideas
2. Determine professions/disciplines involved with these concepts
3. Design a real life task for students to engage in – e.g. what would a biologist,
historian, engineer, etc. actually be doing?

For example
u

Major concepts:
v

Science:
§
§

v

Social Studies:
§

v

Inquiry leads us to discovery

Math
§
§

u

Indigenous peoples value of traditions, land, and spirit

ELA
§

v

Diversity of living things, ways of categorizing them, interactions
Erosion

Estimating probability
Standard units allow us to communicate

Who uses it:
u
u

Scientists – biologists, geologists
Anthropologists
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Sample PBL
Ice in the arctic has been melting at an increasing rate. This has
resulted in rising sea levels, shrinking glaciers, and changing
ecosystems in the North (oceans, tundra, etc.)
u The government of Canada has hired your team to:
u

v
v

v

u

Describe the changes to the ecosystems in the North
Predict future changes based on the rate of temperature change,
changes in sea level, and changes in glacier area.
Propose a plan to sustain the living things in the Arctic, including
Indigenous peoples and their culture.

On your team are a biologist, an anthropologist, an Indigenous
Shaman, and a statistician.
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Land Based
Education
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Land Based Learning
u

Ideally, situate in your own community
v

Where does this phenomena, skill, or concept appear in your local community?
§

v
v
v
u

u

E.g. when do you use fractions? Where does chemical change appear in local life
(cooking, cosmetics, etc.)?

Teach interdependence – we are all connected – service learning and environmental
awareness and activism that improves the local community / environment
Connect to story – what are the stories of this place and practice?
Conduct experiments and observations outside, or at least with natural materials

Create community – use feasts and rituals, ceremonies and celebrations. For
instance, create a feast and infuse measurement in math, chemical processes in
science, literacy in recipes and stories of the traditional feasts, music, art, health,
etc.
Take perspectives from nature – e.g. write in role – what would the trees want to
say – idea is to engender empathy and respect for all living things
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Your turn
u

Design a PBL and/or land based inquiry for students to teach
one of the big ideas below:
v
v
v
v

v
v

v

Wind, water, and ice change the shape of the land.
Electric current is the flow of electric charge
Indigenous societies throughout the world value the well-being of the self,
the land, spirits, and ancestors.
Disparities in power alter the balance of relationships between individuals
and between societies.
People understand text differently depending on their worldviews and
perspectives.
The likelihood of possible outcomes can be examined, compared, and
interpreted.
Standard units are used to describe, measure, and compare attributes of
objects’ shapes.

DESIGN
the TBM Way
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Let’s Try It
BIG IDEA:
Genes are the foundation for the diversity of living things.
Wind, water, and ice change the shape of the land
Verbal Linguistic
1.
2.
3.

Logical Mathematical
1.
2.
3.

Visual Spatial
1.
2.
3.

Body Kinesthetic
1.
2.
3.

Musical Rhythmic
1.
2.
3.

Naturalist
1.
2.
3.

Interpersonal
1.
2.
3.

Intrapersonal
1.
2.
3.

Existential
1.
2.
3.

© Dr. Jennifer Katz, 2016

The Planning
Triangle
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Jason’s Story

The Planning Triangle
• Recognize and identify the role of personal, social,
and cultural contexts, values, and
perspectives in texts

• Think critically, creatively, and
reflectively to explore ideas within,
between, and beyond texts
• Construct meaningful personal connections
between self, text, and world
• Recognize and appreciate how different
features, forms, and genres of texts reflect
different purposes, audiences, and
messages

How did the
politics of
the time
influence the
events?

Choose
2

Why did
Shakespeare
write this
play?
Compare:
Cross-cultural
stories with
similar themes

Debate:
Who is at
fault for R
& J’s death
Romeo Rap
Song

Story Board

• Respond to text in personal,
creative, and critical ways
Character
Sketch

Visual
Representation
of Setting

Role Play
Critical Scene

Choose
3
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Romeo & Juliet:
Unit Assessment

Classroom Ecologies
The word ecology is usually associated with nature.
But classrooms are ecological systems too.
u The environment of the classroom and the
inhabitants of that environment — students and
teachers—are constantly interacting. Each aspect of
the system affects all others.
u The characteristics of classrooms, the tasks of
teaching, and the needs of students all influence
those living in the environment.
u
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Physical Set-Up

Spaces for learning should invite and support the
students, and activities you plan in your classroom.
u Your arrangement should facilitate easy transitions
to the types of activities you have planned.
u Fit your ecology to your philosophy!
u Fit your ecology to your students!
u

© Jennifer Katz 2016

Design & The Hidden
Curriculum
u
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The design of a classroom sends subtle messages to our students.
It is a part of the hidden curriculum - who is in power? What is
expected? For instance, a classroom in which all the desks are in
rows facing the front tells students that the teacher is in power, and
the expectation is that students will listen, and not talk to each
other. It conveys the message that learning is teacher-centered, and
oral - you have nothing to gain from your peers, movement, or
collaboration.
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Questions to Consider

u

In designing your classroom then, you should consider the following:
v

v
v

v

v

What message do you want to send your students about what learning is,
and with whom it happens?
What activities do you want to have room for? Where will they take place?
Do you want your students to work together, or independently, or both?
How can you make transitions between the two as seamless as possible?
What materials do you want your students to access without having to ask
you?
Is everything equally accessible to your students (i.e. if you have a student
in a wheelchair or with any other disability, can they be independent in
accessing spaces and materials?)
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Physical Set-Up
u

UDL
v

v

v

u

All materials, and activities, must be accessible
INDEPENDENTLY
Must consider individual students and challenges – e.g.
student with visual impairment – use larger font, preferential
seating, blow up readings FOR ALL STUDENTS
Student in a wheelchair – space between desks, carpet
activities, etc. need to be considered

Bottom line – do not make students dependent!
They shouldn’t have to be “carried up the stairs”
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