Case Study - Jay (EBD)
It’s interesting how some names become known to teachers even before the student shows up in their class. Jay was one of those students that everyone on the staff knew about. He had been involved in truancy, pretending to leave for school and then not going, swearing at teachers, and throwing things around the classroom. While he was always in some kind of trouble, the most frustrating thing was that he could be so charming as well. He would often offer to help teachers or peers, and expressed caring for people who were homeless or ill, but then would do things like spilling paint all over the teacher’s desk. He didn’t even try to do it secretively but rather showed all of the kids how much of a mess you could make with tubes of acrylic paint. When spoken to about it he apologized and seemed genuinely sorry. However, the next day something else would happen. 

Jay struggled with school, and reading in particular.  There had been an unfortunate incident in the past where he had been called "stupid" by an adult.  No one could get him to tell who it was - but the hidden scar was still there.  It was interesting to see such a large boy try to "hide" at a desk. He would often either withdraw and shut down, or become angry and destructive when reading or writing tasks were presented to him. There had been considerable effort by the school and social workers to have some testing done to determine the exact nature of Jay’s problem. Jay's father always blocked the testing. Jay’s mother had been an alcoholic and had gone to a clinic when Jay was three years old. Since that time she was always supportive of her family, a caring mother, and an avid community volunteer. The father felt there was too much “family baggage” to allow testing or an IEP to be written on Jay. Instead the father had asked if there was some other way to control Jay in school. 
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